
view4log 
 

view4log - All you ever  needed to read logs of your  applications... 

Tired to spend hours and hours to find what you need in your logs? view4log is what you're 
looking for. view4log is the ideal viewer to navigate through and sort your logs. It's versatile and 
easy to use.  

Features L ist 
 

·  Fully compatible with AdoNetAppender of Log4Net logging system. 
·  Easy to use during development stage as well as on production stage. 
·  Easy to install. Setup Wizard will guide you through all steps. It creates the database 

structure for you, where your software will write down logs, or connects to existing one. 
You can reconfigure all settings in any time you want. 

·  Flexible filter and search engine allows you to filter out log messages by date, level, and 
message text. 

·  Highly adjustable layout. Modify page layout as you like. View4log uses advanced Web 
Parts technology. This is an integrated set of controls that allow you to modify content, 
appearance, and behavior of user interface directly from browser. Modifying page layout 
you can drag a Web Parts controls to a different zones on a page, show only those 
controls you need and hide the unneeded ones. 

·  Personalization. This feature turns view4log into real multi-user portal. Each user will 
have his / her personal settings. You can personalize a view4log dynamically, without 
developer or administrator intervention. 
Modifications of user interface can be applied to all users on the site or to individual 
users. When you modify pages and controls, settings can be saved to retain your personal 
preferences across future browser sessions. 

·  Integrated User Management system. It allows you to manipulate view4log users easily: 
add, delete and restrict their privileges.



User ’s manual 
 

This manual will guide you through the setup process of view4log. 
 

System requirements: 
 
I . Server side 

�  Operation system: Windows NT 4, Windows 2000, Windows XP Professional, 
Windows 2003 Server. 

�  Internet Information Server 4.0 or higher. 
�  .NET Framework 2.0. 
�  Optional. Microsoft SQL Server 2000 or higher. Only needed if you intend to use 

Modifications of page layout and Personalization features 
 

I I . Client side 
�  Internet Explorer 5.0. or higher if you intend to use Personalization or any other, 

if not. 
 

Setup Instructions 
 

1. Download the distributive file from [link]. 
2. Launch downloaded install.exe. 
3. After Welcome page you will be prompted to Select Site and Virtual Directory within 

your IIS: 

 
 
Type any virtual directory you like or leave it view4log by default. 
 
4. Confirm installation and begin to install view4log clicking Next. 



 
 
5. Near the end of installation process, installer launches view4log Configuration Utility. 

This wizard help you to configure view4log: 
a) First step is a license retrieving. 

 
 



b) If you already purchased view4log you can enter your Serial ID and Transaction 
ID and get your unlimited license or simply check Get Trial License check box to 
try view4log for a month. Then click Get License… button. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



c) Click Next to adjust your Log database settings: 

 
 
At this step you need to configure the database where your software will write down 
its logs. 
First click Build… button to build connection string to existing database or to new 
one.  It can be any database which has ODBC driver installed in your system. 



 
  

·  First, choose OLE DB Provider. Let it be a SQL Server in our example.  
We choose “Microsoft OLE DB Provider for SQL Server” ; 

·  Click “Next >>”  button. 

 



·  Let’s configure access parameters for our database. This steps are 
differ depending on the OLE DB Provider you have chosen. 
In our example type server name (type (local) if you have local SQL 
server) and type login information. If you use specific username and 
password, DO NOT FORGET to check “Allow saving password”  
check box. 
If you create a new database, leave Select the database on the server 
field blank. Otherwise choose the existing database. 
Then click Test Connection button and verify if your connection 
parameters are valid.  

·  Click OK. 

 
 

·  Now in the Connection String edit box you see your access 
parameters. Type Database Name and Database Table, existing or 
new ones, type Database Command Timeout (or leave default value) 
and click Create / Check Database Structure button. 



 
 

·  After successful operation, click Next button to configure Web Parts 
Database. 

 
 



This step is optional. It is only needed if you intend to use 
Modifications of page layout and Personalization features. 
As specified in System Requirements section, it requires access to 
Microsoft SQL Server 2000 or higher. This additional database 
needed to store each user’s personalization data.  
 
If you do not need this feature, simply click “Do not use Web 
Parts”  check box and then “Next”  to go to Additional Settings step 
skipping SMTP Settings step. 
 
We encourage you to try, at least, these features out. You can 
switch it on and off anytime you like just launching Configuration 
Utility again. 
 

o This page is fairy similar with the previous one. You click 
“Build…” button to build the connections string to access 
your Microsoft SQL Server.  

 

       
 
o Here you type SQL Server name and login information. 

In our example we use the same SQL Server that we used to 
store software logs in previous step. 



 
o Click “OK”. Type Database Name and click Create / Check 

Database Structure. 

 
    
   When this operation succeeded, click Next to go to the next step. 



  
·  Additional Settings step appears only if you leave unchecked Do not 

use Web Parts check box. 

 
 
Here you should type an email which will be used as administrator’s 
email for view4log clients and SMTP Server, either local or remote. 
Then click Next.  



·   Additional Settings is the last step of Configuration Wizard. 

 
 

Here you can set Default number of records on the page. This is the 
number of log messages per page. 
 

·  After you clicked a Finish button, the Message box will tell you from 
where you can launch this configuration utility to reconfigure any of the 
settings you just configured: 

                                 

 
 

d)  Setup Wizard finishes the installation and now you can start using view4log. 
 
NOTE: If you have multiple .NET frameworks installed, please make sure that for view4log 
virtual directory .NET Framework 2.x. is set. Go to Internet Information Services Control 
Panel (Start | Control Panel | Administrative Tools), expand Web Site, right click view4log 
virtual directory, choose Properties and click ASP.NET tab. Make sure ASP.NET version is 
set to 2.x. 





view4log User ’s Manual 
 

viewer4log is installed and ready to work. Navigate your web browser to 
http://your_domain/virtualdirectory/. If you are in the same computer, navigate 
http://localhost/view4log/. 
In our example, during setup, we left virtual directory by default “view4log” . 
If we chose to use Web Parts (Web Parts Database Settings during setup) we see login page: 
 

 
� � � � � � �  1 Login Page 
 

If you log in first time use default User Name is Administrator , default Password is 
1234567@. It is recommended to change it immediately. See Edit User in User Management 
section for details. 
 When you logged in successfully you see the main workspace: 
It consists of two parts: Filters and Log View: 



 
 

Log View 
 

This view displays your log records. They are displayed page by page. The number of records 
per page is determined in Additional Settings of Configuration Utility.  
You can switch from page to page by clicking on <> buttons. 

  
 
 
To view the log message details, click on it: 

 
 
Click on the message again to wrap it out. 
 



Deleting log messages 
 

You can delete either individual messages clicking del ling in each record line or adjust filter and 
then press Delete by Filter Expression button. See Filters for details. 

 

 
 
 

Filters 
 

 Filters allow you to filter out and search records within Log View: 

 
  

You can filter messages by Date, by Level, by Message and/or by Exception. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Filter ing by Date 
 

 
With this filter you can filter out log messages Start with specified date, End with specified date, 
Equal to specified date and Between specified dates. 
The date specifies with calendar that appears after clicking “…” button. By default the current 
date is specified. 
 

Filter  by Logger 
 

Log4net allows application to initialize different loggers where to write logs to. With this filter 
you can filter out messages by logger: 
 

 
 
You can type the any part of the logger name. 
Please see also note about case-sensitivity. 
 

Filter  by Level 
 
 Level is the category of log message record. view4log supports all 4 types of log4net levels: 
DEBUG 
WARN, 
ERROR, 
INFO. 
Plus you can define your own levels. 
 
Level combo box will contain list of all the levels found in you log.   

 
Choose one of them to filter out the messages of the chosen level. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Filter  by Message 
 

 
 
You can type the any part of the Message. 
Please see also note about case-sensitivity. 
 

Filter  by Exception 
 

 
 
You can type the any part of the Message. 
Please see also note about case-sensitivity. 
 
 
NOTE: You can specify any combination of the above filters.  
 
Finally you apply the specified filter by clicking Use button. 
To clear all the filters, click Clear button. 

 
 
Filters control panel also contains Refresh and Delete by filter expression buttons.  

  
 
The first one is refreshing the log messages view. This useful if your application constantly 
writes the logs. After refreshing, you will see the latest messages. 
 
Delete by filter expression button deletes the messages permanently from database based on you 
filter settings. This button is only available for Administrators. 
 

 
Case-sensitivity of the filters 

 
The case-sensitivity of the filters depends on the case-sensitivity of data source you are using as 
log storage. I.e. in Microsoft SQL, you can set the case-sensitivity for the whole database or for 
the table within database or for each separate field in the table.  
View4log reads the collation for database, table or field. You can change it either with SQL 
query to the system table or with Enterprise manager. See MS SQL documentation for details. 
 



Modifying page layout 
 
This feature is available only if you switch it on in Configuration Utility on the step Web Parts 
Database Settings. Otherwise you will not be able to change it. 
 
Page layout divided into zones. Zones exist to lay out Web Parts controls on a page, and to 
provide a common UI for the controls. Web Parts controls within the zones. View4log has two 
zones: 

   
 
You can switch controls between zones by dragging and dropping controls. 

 
While you dragging the controls, you see blue lines - the makers that show you where you can 
drop the control. 
  
Each zone can contain more then one control. This means you can place one control above, 
below, left or right another control.



 
 

 
 
This means you can place one control above, below, left or right another control. 

Empty zones are mark with  sign in order you can put control back into empty zone. 
 
 
Apart from dragging & dropping controls, you also can wrap them up: 
 
 

 
 
 
Here Filters panel is wrapped.



User Management 
 

 
User Management link at the top right corner of the page allows you to add delete or modify 
users of view4log. 

 
 
Here you can Edit or Delete existing user or create the new one.  
 

Edit User  
To modify existing user, click Edit link: 

 
 



Here you can change User Name, Password, User Role and E-mail. 

 
 
Notes about password: 
1. You need to type Strong Password. This means the password must be at least 7 symbols 
and at least one of them must be non alpha numer ic character .  
2. User can always restore forgotten password clicking Forgot Password link on Login Page. 
User will receive his / her new password on this mail box. 
 
User  Roles 
User can be either in role of Admin or User. The last one has no access to User Management 
and cannot Delete All log messages. 
 
E-mail 
Finally if you type a valid user’s Email, user will be able to receive Forgotten Password.  
 
Now click Save or Cancel your changes. 
 

Create user  
 

To add new user to view4log website, click Create user button. 



 
 
When entering, see notes about Password, User Role and E-mail. 
After user is created, any user in role Administrator can Edit his /her information. 
 
 

 
 
 


